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combined ideas of Bigler and Cochrane with those of Bayard, keeping
Bigler's first resolve and modifying its own former second clause to
read:
That it is the duty of the Federal Government in all its departments to
protect, when necessary, the rights of persons and property in the Terri-
tories, and wherever else its constitutional authority extends.
These were distinctions without a great deal of difference.
The minority report had been likewise slightly revised. Its crucial
plank now read:
Inasmuch as a difference of opinion exists in the Democratic party as to
the nature and extent of the powers of a territorial legislature and as to the
powers and duties of Congress under the Constitution of the United States
over the institution of slavery within the Territories.
Resolved, that the Democratic party will abide by the decisions of the
Supreme Court of the United States upon these questions of Constitutional
law.
Thus did the clan Douglas practically surrender the doctrine of squatter
sovereignty as the price of Douglas's nomination. In making these
changes they had lost Indiana, New Jersey, and Minnesota, which had
gone over to Butler's reaffirmation of the Cincinnati platform, which
again constituted the third report.
The southerners now made a last stand by inaugurating a filibuster.
They were not going to permit a vote that day. They wanted Sunday
for negotiation and influence. Parliamentary tricks were resorted to until
Chairman Gushing began to wilt under the terrific stream of devices
which were sprung upon him in quick succession. He had expected
to take the floor himself to make an eloquent plea for the majority re-
port, but he was tricked out of the chance. The previous question was
sprung in a surprise move which caught the confused management of!
guard and automatically ended debate. The vote on the platform must
come immediately on reconvening Monday. At midnight the conven-
tion adjourned on the threshold of the Sabbath.11
Sunday was a day of feverish negotiation. The Senatorial Three vied
with the Douglas managers in a patronage duel. The former could
pledge census marshalships and other immediate favors, while the latter